GET INVOLVED AND SAVE OUR FARMHOUSE

Fairfield Farm Project
Over the years various groups have tried tirelessly to save the farmhouse in Elder Park.  It is a building steeped in history, the oldest house in Govan and could become a vital part in bringing the community back into the Park.  

Once again a number of people and organisations in the area have got together to drive it forward.  To make sure we have the best chance in our bids for funds, we have to leave the funding bodies  in no doubt of…….

Demand 
     – that the people of Govan want to use it

Sustainability     – that after it is built it can “stand on its own 2 feet”

Driven 
     -  by the people of Govan

Benefit 
     – that there will be more benefits than just to look good

Consulted 
     – that we continue to consult as many residents as possible for their views

We had an open day on 21st September in the Library from 1pm until 7pm.   We had 70 people attend and give us their views on the ideas.   You can give you views anytime as we are on facebook or you can call into the LUV Gallery or hand your ideas into any housing association offices in Govan.    If you want to be involved we would welcome new members on to the Focus Group who are working towards becoming a charitable Trust. 

SOME IDEAS

Phase 1

Farmhouse – base for a community managed Hub or Wellbing Centre that will be a meeting place for people, promote healthy living and bring more activity into the park.   

Gardeners Space -  Linthouse, Elderpark, Govan Urban Planter (LEGUP) has transformed the disused courtyard in the last few months to a haven of fruit and vegetables and want their work to flourish throughout Govan. 

Café and toilets – 2 important things that bring people to the park and make them stay for a while.  One of the most asked for items in any consultation.  The café space will double for healthy eating and cookery courses.

A small museum about the history of the Farmhouse, Park and Mrs Elder that will encourage and inform people of Govan about their heritage. 

A flexible space for community use. 

Phase 2

Further down the line we are considering the possibility of  a new small building that could house a not for profit nursery based on healthy eating/outdoor life/ wellbeing for new mums.   Local people will work in the nursery providing good quality training and employment.     

A training working kitchen will also be incorporated that would work in tandem with the nursery, providing healthy food for children and  run numerous cookery courses. 

More recently initial discussions have taken place with a School of Herbal Medicine who are looking to become much more community based.    This would present further opportunity for combining the work of LEGUP and expand on the current work being carried out with local schools.     

Construction 

It is much more complicated to renovate a listed building but we are investigating the possibility of self build by local people.   There is also an opportunity to  re-use of materials from any demolitions  in the Southern General Hospital.  To help bring down running costs and to embrace sustainability we will make sure we maximize green credential within the project.  

Management 

The Focus group is in the process of becoming a Trust, Co-operative or similar body to manage the development process and run the Farmhouse when it is renovated.  The principles are that the management will be mainly local people and the running of the project will be mainly local people volunteering some of their time.  

The possibilities are endless but we need you to be  positive and help drive it and show that residents surrounding the park want to see it happen.

If you would be interested in joining the focus group, being involved or just giving comments as our ideas grow please give me a call.   Janice 0141 445 5100

We want to run a campaign to get your ideas over the next few months so watch out for our events.  
